Rotary Club of New York

International Service Division Sylvan Barnet, Chairman

The Holy See in the International Arena

Guest Speaker:
His Excellency The Most Reverend
Celestino Migliore
Titular Archbishop of Canosa,
Apostolic Nuncio, Permanent Observer of the Holy See to the United Nations

The following remarks were part of a discussion that took place at the monthly breakfast meeting
of the International Service Division of the Rotary Club of New York. The meeting was held on
June 16, 2004 at the German Permanent Mission to the United Nations in New York City. This
is a condensed and edited text that is made available as a resource to update Rotarians on
current issues facing the International Development Community. The meeting was opened and

moderated by Mr. Barnet.

Mpr. Barnet: Our guest speaker, His Excellency, Archbishop Migliore, a native of
the Piedmont region of Italy, was ordained a priest in 1977. He obtained his
master's degree in theology at the Center of Theological Studies in Fossano. He
then pursued his studies at the Pontifical Lateran University where he was
awarded the Doctorate in Canon Law. In 1980, after graduating from the
Pontifical Academy for Ecclesiastical Diplomacy, he joined the Holy See's
diplomatic service.

His first assignment was to Angola as Attaché and then as Second Secretary to the
Apostolic Delegation of Luanda from 1980 to 1984. From there, he was
transferred to the Apostolic Nunciature in the United States of America where he
served as First Secretary and Alternate Observer to the Organization of American
States. In 1988, he was appointed to the Apostolic Nunciature in Egypt, remaining
there for one year. He was then assigned as Counselor to the Apostolic Nunciature
on Warsaw, Poland, a post he held until his appointment in 1992 as Special Envoy
with a role of Permanent Observer of the Holy See to the Council of Europe in
Strasbourg, France.



From 1995 to 2002 he served as Under-Secretary of the Section for Relations with
States of the Secretariat of State, at the Vatican. During his term, he was also in
charge of fostering relations with several Asian countries that do not yet have
formal diplomatic relations with the Holy See. In this capacity, he traveled to
Beijing, Hanoi, and Pyongyang as Head of Delegation of the Holy See. He also
represented the Holy See at numerous other conferences, symposia and panels
held in various European capitals on issues related to the World Trade
Organization, the Economic Commission for Europe, the European Union, and the
Middle East.

For the past six years, he was also teaching Ecclesiastical Diplomacy at the
Pontifical Lateran University in Rome as a Visiting Professor.

On October 30, 2003 His Holiness Pope John Paul II, nominated Archbishop
Celestino Migliore as Apostolic Nuncio and Permanent Observer of the Holy See
to the United Nations in New York. Archbishop Migliore is the forth Permanent
Observer of the Holy See to the United Nations.
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is monitoring closely the different follow-up
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concrete solutions to the debt owed by some ﬁx;emai countries; has taken a
clear position on the subject of water, m ami:ammg tha.z it cannot be left to the
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observation I can see that he h 1 focusing on a couple of tems which

constitute a priority for an efficacious pr esence ¢ and missiim of the Church in

the world. Among the priorities concerning the relations of the {Zﬁur h with
114] mmim] Paermmes T ocxrmsd

)i RIS, . P, | ]
hCi 1ux;5xuua wuzuu:u:ugst‘g Afiid E.EUuii.iLf;iE and 30014 iGre

an ecumenical effort, in order to define the modalities of exercise « f uiS

primacy conducive to collaboration and unity among Christi

A
23, 1 WO LLR%;LELU]J.

respect, 1 mention in particular his desire and efforts f::r a decisive
rapprochement between the Catholic Church and the Orthodox Churches in
Eastern and Southermn Europe. And then, the *ﬁhf—f@hgéeas encounter or
dialogue, where it is msskbis-::g All this under the precise conviciton that,
notwithstanding discordant opinions on these points, we are facing today a
serious clash of civilizations, of cultures, which can easily affect the sphere
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of religions. In this conjunction, therefore, either religion and religious
women and men are determined to work for solutions or religion will be part

-
of the problem.

One of the architectonic objectives of the Hol
Middle East has constantly been seeking religious t
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In December 1993, the Holy See signed a Fi néamema? Agreement
with Israel and in February 2000, a Basic Ag e
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Liberation Organization. Obviously, with these Aa:g:ﬁ:fés? 3 intended to
guarantee vis-a-vis the internal law of the State of Israel and of the
Palestinian Authority the juridical presence of the Cathelic Ch::‘:ch and to
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safeguard its proper organization. But the accords that the Hely See signs
with States do not limit themselves 1o placing some juri



some benchmarks in favor of the Catholic community. They are always a
valuable instrument in favor of pluralism in society. ich
guarantees a i‘eéig%’}‘ s community respect for its identity
express it and live it out, is a State that respects the religiou
pnnuutzcr:, and this benefits not only the Catholic Churc
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communities and society as a whole. To obtain the respec
and liberty of the Catholic Church with these accords is to

tendencies and pretensions of state power.
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The main questi
capital, Jerusalem.
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UN adopted Resolution 181 in favor of the internationalization of Jerusalem.
The decision became a grave wound to the memory of the iwéée in defense
of Western Jerusalem from the attack of the Jordanian troops, launched the

same day of the Declaration of Independence of Israel.
Jerusalem was not even a priority for the Palestinians. |

priority
Days’” War that generated new Zeal fa:xif al-(uds, the
Palestinians call Jerusalem. In 1988, the Palestinian Liberation
proclaimed in Algeria the Palestinian state “in the name of Al
Capital Holy Jerusalem, al-Quds al-Sharit”

The Holy See has maintained a constructive role throughout the peace
process, putting forward a proposal intended to provide Jerusalem,

irrespective of whom will have sovereignty over the City, with a special
status supported with international guarantees. A formula different frc

internationalization of the city of Jerusalem and respectful of the outcome on
the negotiations on sovereignty over Jerusalem.

A few days ago, while ?r:s;d@ nt Bush was visitin e Vatican,
the Pope touched upon the past disagresments over the tion in

concise terms: “You are very familiar -he told him- e unequivocal
nacition of the I—!ﬂiv See in thig reoard”. The core of ?E‘iu nogif ic at leact
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twofold: first, the moiy See’é fsgvi{:t ion that the means to promote human
rights and liberties employ conversion by persuasion and negotiation. And



]

secondly, the Pope’s concern with a real risk of clash of cultures and
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religions. Violence and terrorism sw:ﬁr’:’ng from this clash cannot be simply

won over or defeated with military solutions, tﬁey require a Serious response
focused on the removal of the route causes. The downside of human nature
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ineffective or impossible.
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relations (like China, Vietnam, North Korea, Saudi Arabia, etc.), as well as

the international Organizations.
This is why some time ago, when an Ambassador told the Cardinal

be(_tre*aﬂz of State that he was honored to serve at the number one dislomany
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in the world, His Eminence replied: If ours is the first, in these conditions,
don’t want to know what the second or third might be!



